
 
Discuss  
What does slavery mean to you? Why?  
 
READING 
Romans 6:12-32 
  
12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil 
desires. 13 Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have been brought 
from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 
righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not 
under the law, but under grace. 
15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? 
By no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to 
sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But 
thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to 
obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your 
allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to 
righteousness. 
19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human 
limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to 
ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness 
leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the 
control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the 
things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that 
you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you 
reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
 



 
QUESTIONS 

1. Where do you see slavery in our world today? 
 
 
 

2. This passage presents life as a choice between two slaveries. What are 
they? 
 
 
 

3. What problem do you think Paul is anticipating in v.15? Have you seen 
Christians behaving this way? How can you avoid it in your life? 
 
 
 

4. Paul uses ‘slavery’ as an example from everyday life for him. What 
analogy could you use from your everyday life instead of slavery? 

 
 
 

5. Rome was known for its opulence and debauchery. What does the gospel 
have to offer to people who live in opulence and debauchery? 
 
 
 
 

6. What does this passage tell us about ourselves and about God?  
 
 
 

7. You are a slave to something. How will remembering this help you next 
time sin temps you? 
 
 
 
 

8. How would you use this passage to answer someone who says to you: I 
don't like Christianity because it restricts my freedom? 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Pray: Almighty God. We thank and praise you for your goodness and grace to us 
in Christ Jesus. Thank you that I am no longer a slave to sin. Help me to live 
with you as the boss of my life and flee from sin every day. Amen.  
 


